
 

  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, 27th July 2010, 7.00pm 
 

Venue:  AUCC Clubrooms, Colin Maiden Park, Merton Road, St Johns 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

1. Present:  
John Hattie, Philip Skelton, Sheryll Ofner, Mark Robson, Rama Krishna, Kaushik Patel, John Fisher, 
Barrington Rowland, Tim Dineen, Maxi Ofner, Graeme Ansell, Richard Skelton, Daniel Marsic, 
John Graham, Vince Hurley, Richard Walker, Graeme Lynch, James Boyle, Ian Bell, Nigel Fletcher, 
Wendy Verry, Christine Partridge, Brad Cates, Hamish McGregor, Dave Lewy, Jason Fletcher, 
Harry Harris, Chris Dineen, Graeme Stubbs 
 
Apologies:  
John Sparling(Patron), Jo Glen, Paul Stevenson, Steve Mark, Jens Bol, James Grupenhall, Sam 
Hurley 
 
The Chair – President John Hattie - welcomed everyone and in particular, acknowledged guests 
John Graham and Kaushik Patel (ACA reps). 
 
 

2. Minutes from last meeting: 
The minutes were confirmed as a true and correct record (Philip Skelton/Dan Marsic). 
 
 

3. President’s Report 
John Hattie highlighted five items in his report: 

 The expertise his predecessor Rex Hooton had brought to the position  

 The excellent year the club has had as partners of the ACES and that we appreciate the 
ACA advice about the management of our pitches 

 The boom season in terms of player numbers in that we added 11 junior teams and 12 
senior teams 

 The work of the Board under the leadership of Philip Skelton with strong support from 
the Senior and Junior Club Captains Vince Hurley and Mark Robson  

 The work of Richard Walker as Club Manager 
  
 
4. Financial Report 

That the report be received.  
Rama spoke to the report and concluded that last season overall, the club did well financially. 
The Financial report was received and accepted unanimously (James Boyle/Graeme Ansell) 

 
 



5. Chairman’s Report  
Philip Skelton: 

 Acknowledged the work and leadership of John Hattie, Club President 

 Emphasised the ‘university’-related identity of our club and the initiatives we took last 
season to promote this including an interfaculty tournament and a fixture against 
Melbourne University 

 Emphasised our successes including the spectacular 38% growth in both junior and senior 
player numbers and the improvements in our facilities – although the growth presents a 
challenge in terms of sufficient grounds for junior games 

 Spoke of the benefits for the club in terms of the current close relationship with Auckland 
Cricket – particularly in terms of club spirit, despite losing the use of the main wicket  

 Spoke of the challenge we have to create a senior club where our juniors can achieve at 
highest level, particularly now that the 4 year merger with Ellerslie has come to an end 

 Pointed out the club’s concern about the decision that has emerged from the ACA review 
to structure the Prem 2 day competition into 2 tiers, especially given that 11 out of the 14 
Principal Clubs were opposed to the top 8 / bottom 6 division. This structure creates a 
hierarchy and does not assist weaker clubs to improve.  It may also mean that the clubs in 
the bottom tier may lose players and would find it difficult to attract top players. 

 Said that the AUCC Board is determined to meet the challenge to get into the top 8.  

 Highlighted a challenge for Auckland cricket – namely that it is time we have a test match 
in Auckland  

 
 

6. ACA Report 
Kaushik Patel reported: 

 It is a pleasure for the ACES to play at Colin Maiden  – both because of the ground and 
the demeanour of our club 

 Last season the 4 Auckland teams finished 2nd but the Aces finished 5th in the 4-Day 
Plunket Shield competition which was disappointing 

 Teams below the ACES did much better 

 NZ is introducing national U18 and U23 tournaments to replace the U17 and U19 ones 
plus Year 9 & 10 regional tournaments.  The structure of the Auckland District 
tournaments is being changed accordingly. 

 Auckland selectors will be at both the 2 day major and minor premier games this season, 
and confirmed that players in the Minor Championship will not be disadvantaged when it 
comes to selection for Auckland teams. 

 The growth in player numbers across Auckland present a challenge in terms of providing 
grounds – and ACA are working with council to address this 

 Chris Lander has been replaced by Adrian Dale 

 Financially 2010 was a difficult year with a probable $80k loss 

 Eden Park is progressing well and on schedule 

 Pakistan is the only touring team here this season 
 
Kaushik and John Graham then addressed questions and observations from the meeting: 

 John Graham explained that the Prem 2 day decision was based around trying to 
strengthen the quality of club competition for players. If there is too much opposition, 
the Board will reconsider it.   

 Kaushik understands that the promotion relegation game between the teams finishing 7th 
and 9th will be played at the end of the 2010-11 season rather than the start of 2011-12. 
The playoff is the only aspect of the decision that is up for review. 



 Philip expressed concern about how the Prem Reserve 2 day competition will structured 
and explained why it would be seriously unfair if the same clubs are divided in the same 
manner as the Prem competition. The ACA reps agreed to take this back to the Board. 

 The ACA were asked to monitor the transfer of Prem players carefully and if evidence 
indicates that the 2 tier split is causing player movement, then they review the decision 
urgently as it could be harmful to the health of clubs 

 It was suggested to ACA delegates that Colin Maiden would be an ideal test ground 

 The Primary School boys’ teams no longer play a tournament vs Northern Districts – but 
teams are still picked and play each other 

 The selectors will be emailing Prem coaches each week regarding whom they have seen 
and will seek feedback on selections 

 
John Hattie thanked the two ACA reps for their attendance. 

 

7. Election of Officers and Board Members 

President, and Vice Chancellor’s Nominee John Hattie    

Senior Club Captain Vince Hurley  

Junior Club Captain Mark Robson  

Secretary Sheryll Ofner  

Treasurer Graham Ansell  

Board Member  James Boyle  

Board Member Rama Krishna  

Board Member Brad Cates 

Board Member Philip Skelton  

Board Member Daniel Marsic  
 

The nominees for the 5 Board Members positions were James Boyle, Rama Krishna, Brad Cates, Philip 
Skelton, Daniel Marsic and Harry Harris. The first five were duly elected by a show of hands.  
 

 

 

8. General Business 
In answer to a question from the floor about whether the club intends to erect Indoor nets, John Hattie 
explained that we have a Capital Expenditure subcommittee that is looking at how to finance that.   

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 


