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President’s Statement 
 

 
 
This is my first year as President, after being the Chair of the club for the past five years.  My 
predecessor, Rex Hooton, created high standards for the role, bringing such a wealth of cricket 
experience and knowledge, contacts and wisdom.  I watched him assist in the senior merger and was 
impressed with the depth of understanding Rex has for the game, and for the heritage of the University 
Cricket Club.  I have also absorbed the “Maiden Century” of the AUCC and appreciate this heritage and 
how it underscores the importance of this past for our future.   
 
A major requirement to continue this heritage is the quality of our grounds.  Colin Maiden Park is 
becoming a picture – with the superb work both by the University and the Eden Park professionals – with 
the Auckland Aces moving their “home” to our Park.  Coming to a Twenty20 game in January was a 
picture.  Over 3000 spectators sitting around the edges of the ground thoroughly enjoying themselves 
and I know the ACC and the University is delighted with this marriage.  Long may it last! 
 
Another requirement is the players – and this is a boom year again, for the club.  This leads to so many 
requirements for coaches, parents, and our management, and that it was a most successful season is 
testament to the success of all.  The Club IS the people, and so much is invested for the enjoyment of the 
players in the game.  Congratulations to all players for such a great season. 
 
The Management Board deserve special mention as without them there will be little to show at all.  
Having been on the Board for about a decade I know the work that is given freely, willingly, and to an 
enormous extent.  The Club has a very successful forward plan for the near and more distant future, 
exciting developments for the players and facilities, and a firm commitment to make this plan real.  I am 
sure we all thank the Board for their expertise, time, and commitment to the Club. 
 
Of the many other requirements there is also management of the club.  Richard Walker has been the 
“point” person or first point of contact for all.  His availability, willingness, and problem solving abilities 
have been demonstrated so often.  The Junior (Mark Robson) and Senior (Vince Hurley) Club Captains 
have been the “solid base” of ensuring all happens, and our Chair (Philip Skelton) steered all too 
successful resolutions.  I could name many others and apologise for not doing so – the list is so long.  
Coming to the grounds, being part of this club, is a pleasure and an honour, and so wonderful to be part 
of the AUCC membership. 
 
I invite all to contact me on any matter, and I am proud to the Board Nominee from the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Auckland, and serve as your President. 
 
 

 
Professor John Hattie 
President 
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Senior Cricket 

In the final year of the University-Ellerslie merger, the combined Premier team performed well in both 
the 1-Day and 2-Day competitions after a disappointing start in the early-season Twenty20 games: 

¶ Finishing 3
rd

 in pool play in the Hedley Howarth 2-day competition, the team went into the 
Major Championship (top 6), eventually finishing 6

th
 in the championship round 

¶ In the Limited Overs Jeff Crowe Cup, our team finished 1
st
= with Parnell at the end of the 

round-robin thereby earning a quarter-final spot (with a life).  Regrettably, their form did not 
continue into the play-offs and the Premiers lost their QF and then the play-off game, thereby 
finishing 5

th=
 in the competition. 

The combined Premier Reserve team had similar results to the Prems – finishing 2
nd

 in their Limited 
Overs pool play, then losing their quarter-final and their play-off game.  In the 2-Day competition, the 
Reserves also made it into the Major Championship, finishing 6th. 

Our Senior 2-Day teams had mixed results: 

¶ The Senior A team had a difficult season finishing 8
th
 in the grade, which unfortunately 

means that the team will be relegated to the Senior B1 grade next season. 

¶ Our Senior C team had an outstanding season and brought home the ACA Winner‟s Pennant 
for the grade.  The team‟s efforts produced the quite remarkable results of 5 outright wins in 
their 2-day competition games.  The team earned promotion to the Senior B2 grade for next 
season. 

¶ For the second season running, the Club entered an additional team into the Senior C grade 
which included some players who would normally have played Under 18.  The Senior C 
Colts finished 8

th
 out of 8 which was rather disappointing. 

 

We welcomed 4 new Senior 1-Day teams into the Club this season.  All our teams performed well in 
their respective grades, and particular congratulations to The Greens (capt: Mohsin Chaudhry) and Iron 
Maiden (capt: Dave Scragg) for winning their respective grades and bringing home ACA Grade 
Winners Pennants. 

 

TEAM 2009-10 2008-09 
Premier                  - 2-Day 
                                 - Limited overs  
                                 - Twenty20 

6
th

 
5

th
 = 

10
th
  

6
th

 
10

th
  

10
th
  

Premier Reserve  - 2-Day 
                                 - Limited overs 
                                 - Twenty20 

6
th

   
5

th
 = 

5
th

 
 

1
st
  

4
th
  

1
st
 
 

   

Senior A                                        8
th

 5
th

 

Senior C 1
st
  7

th
 

Senior C Colts  8
th

  16
th
  

   

1 Day 3A /atΩǎ  6
th

  3
rd

 (4A) 

1 Day 4A The Greens 1
st
   - 

1 Day 4A Raiders 4
th

  - 

1 Day 4C Iron Maiden 1
st
   7

th
 

1 Day 5B Sluggers 7
th

  - 

1 Day 6B Blues  2
nd

   6
th
 (5B) 

1 Day 7B Browns 7
th

  - 
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For the first time, the Club entered teams into the Sunday Twenty20 Leagues run by Auckland Cricket.  
These grades runs as 2 separate half-season competitions and 5 AUCC teams entered for the first 
half.  The “Dreamers” were unable to continue for the second half – however a new team joined the 
Club so there were also 5 teams in the second half. 

Congratulations to T.B.A. (capt: Ben Watson) and Uni Ogilvie (capt: Grant Ogilvie) for winning their 
respective grades and bringing home two more ACA Grade Winners Pennants. 

 

TEAM (Grade) 2nd Half 1st Half 
   

  T.B.A. (1B/1A) 3
rd

 (1A)  1
st
 (1B) 

  Dreamers (1B) - 8
th
 (1B) 

  Uni Ogilvie (2A) 1
st
  3

rd
  

  Willow Wackers (2A) 5
th

  - 

  Black Elks (2B) 2
nd

 7
th
  

  Stragglers (2B) 8
th

  5
th

 

 

 

The Club extended its Twilight Cricket competition to both halves of the season, and to 2 evenings per 
week.  Places were quickly taken resulting in 8 teams enjoying this extremely social grade of cricket 
every week – twice as many as in the 2008-09 season. 

Played as 14-over matches on Monday and Tuesday evenings at Colin Maiden Park, the “competition” 
was again a great success, attracting teams not only from parents and senior players within the Club 
but also from outside business houses. 
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Junior Cricket 

A strong junior base is a significant feature of any good sporting club.  Our junior membership 
continued its steady growth of recent years, reaching 634 in the 2009-10 season, which resulted in 57 
Junior teams playing cricket on Saturdays – an increase of 11 over the 2008-09 season. 

 

 

 

The Milo programme for 5 and 6 year olds was again run on Friday afternoons with over 70 players 
registered.  In line with NZ Cricket‟s Milo programmes, this teaches the skills and principles of cricket in 
a fun and exciting way to these young children.  The programme is also a great way to develop some of 
our youth coaches in the Club.   Every week, the children benefited from advice and coaching tips from 
youth and senior coaches within the Club. 

Our teams in Years 2-5 competed with teams from our Club and neighbouring clubs within EDCA - 
Parnell and Grafton – and enjoyed some excellent Saturday morning cricket. 

The Saturday morning Years 6-8 competitions were run by Auckland Cricket for the second first time 
this season.  The Cricket Express Junior Leagues included teams from all clubs in Auckland including, 
for the first time, teams from the North Harbour clubs.  Season results in these grades were 
outstanding with five ACA Grade Winners pennants being brought home by: 

¶ Girls U12 (Softball) - Drumm 

¶ Year 7A major Championship - Typhoon 

¶ Year 7 Premier Minor Championship – Hurricanes 

¶ Year 8B Championship – Comets 

¶ Year 8A Major Championship – Asteroids 

 

To receive five ACA pennants in the Junior grades (one more than last season) is an outstanding 
achievement for the Junior Club and a reflection of the dedication by the parents involved in coaching 
and managing the teams, as well as the players themselves. 
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Our Year-level representative teams, the ”Junior Blues”, are selected to play in Sunday fixtures against 
a variety of clubs across Auckland.  

It was an outstanding season for the Junior Blues who won all their tournaments, including two “firsts”: 

¶ The Haughey Cup – donated by former AUCC Club Manager Barbara Haughey in 2004-05, 
this is played for between the Junior girls from University and Cornwall.  The name “University” 
goes on the Cup for the first time following wins by both our Premier Youth and U12 Girls 
teams 

¶ The University Shield – awarded to the winner of the AUCC Quadrangular Tournament, which 
has been running for 11 years, the name “University” goes on the Shield for the first time. 

The Junior Blues retained the Stephen Fleming Willow (Parnell), the Kohi Cup (Ellerslie), and the 
Tamaki Cup (Grafton).   The Bert Sutcliffe Cup, traditionally played for against Cornwall at Years 2 and 
3, two teams per grade, was played for against Parnell this season after Cornwall decided they didn‟t 
want to compete at these very young grades.  The Junior Blues brought this one home as well. 

A new Traditional Fixture was added in 2009-10 – the Aces Willow.  Donated by the Auckland Aces, 
who held their “Welcome to Colin Maiden Park Day” on the same day as our fixture, this is played for 
between the B teams from Years 3 through 7, matching the Stephen Fleming Willow.  The result in the 
inaugural season was a 2-2 Draw. 

 

AUCC JUNIOR TRADITIONAL FIXTURES RESULTS 2009-10 

Kohi Cup 
Competed for annually against Ellerslie Club    

(Years 3-U18) 
University 8,  Ellerslie 0 

Haughey Cup Competed for annually against Cornwall (Girls) University 2, Cornwall 0 

Tamaki Cup 
Competed for annually against Grafton Club 

(all Junior Grades) 
University 8,  Grafton 0 

Bert Sutcliffe  
Memorial Cup 

Competed for annually against Parnell Club 
 (Year 2-3 only) 

 University 3, Parnell 2 

The Stephen Fleming 
Willow 

Competed for annually against Parnell Club 
(Years 3-7, A Teams) 

University 3,  Parnell 2 

The Aces Willow 
Competed for annually against Parnell Club 

(Years 3-7, B Teams) 
University 2,  Parnell 2 

Blair Pocock Trophy 
Awarded to the winning Club at the annual Howick-

Pakuranga Quadrangular Tournament (Year 4-7) 
University 

University Shield 
Awarded to the winning Club at the annual AUCC 

Quadrangular Tournament (Year 4-7) 
University (30 pts) 

Scholars Cup 
Awarded to the runner-up Club at the annual AUCC 

Quadrangular Tournament (Year 4-7) 
Cornwall (27 pts) 

Campus Bowl 
Awarded to the Club finishing third at the annual 

AUCC Quadrangular Tournament (Year 4-7) 
Howick-Pak (15 pts) 

Students Mug 
Awarded to the Club finishing fourth at the annual 

AUCC Quadrangular Tournament (Year 4-7). 
Takapuna (0 pts) 

Harold Bennett Trophy Under 18 v Fingletoads (Not played) 
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Our Traditional Fixture for the Eastern Bays Schools, the Primary Schools 6-a-side Tournament, was 
held in early November.  Initial entries were at a record level with 12 schools competing.  Unfortunately, 
the weather on day 2 forced a re-schedule and several teams were unable to attend on the rain date.  
However, 46 teams competed and the silverware was taken by: 

 

Rangitoto Shield 
Awarded to the Eastern Bays school finishing 

first at the annual AUCC Junior 6 a-side 
Tournament (Year 7-8) 

Remuera Int (Boys) 
 Baradene (Girls) 

Waitemata Cup 
Awarded to the Eastern Bays school finishing 

first at the annual AUCC Junior 6 a-side 
Tournament (Year 5-6) 

St Thomas's (Boys) 
 St Thomas's (Girls) 

Akarana Plate 
Awarded to the Eastern Bays school finishing 

first at the annual AUCC Junior 6 a-side 
Tournament (Year 3-4) 

Meadowbank (Boys) 
Glendowie (Girls) 
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Roll of Honour 
 
There are three Club Premier Awards that our players aspire to.  The standard of recipients for these 
trophies is always very high and this year‟s winners were no exception.  Congratulations to: 
 
¶ Janie Grupen-Hall for receiving the prestigious “Mr Cricket” award, the Laurie Schnauer Memorial 

Cup.  Captain of our Senior C team, Jamie accumulated 2044 Club Points, including a highest 
score of 184, five 50‟s, 26 wickets with the ball and 7 catches in the field. 

 
¶ In the Junior Boys‟ section, the J.T. Sparling Trophy is given to a player who in the opinion of the 

Board of Management is the most outstanding player under the age of 18.  This season Richard 
Skelton was selected, having played regularly for the Senior A and Premier Reserve teams 
throughout the season, and making a significant number of outstanding contributions to both teams. 

 
¶ This year‟s recipient of the Emily Drumm Salver, which is given to the most outstanding Junior Girl 

player, was Gemma Lord.  Gemma had an outstanding season with both bat and ball, setting a new 
club record for most wickets in a season.  Gemma was selected for the Auckland Secondary School 
Girls Elite team. 

 
 
The Club was well represented in Auckland and Eastern Districts teams in 2009-10.  Congratulations 
to: 

Auckland Representative Honours 

Auckland Aces Richard Sherlock 

Auckland Under 19 Matthew Selby 

Secondary School Girls Elite Gemma Lord 

Secondary School Girls Development Alice Black, Lucy Creighton 

 

EDCA Representative Honours 

U17 Boys Matt Ansell, Kyle Dickson, Matthew Ellis, Sam Flett, Harry 
Jordan, Richard Sillars, Sam Varcoe, Vedant Zaveri, Nico Hutton 

  

U15 Boys Sam Klippel, Pierce Fletcher, Tom Miller, Ketan Patel, Tom 
Donnelly, Joshua Fisher, Dylan Gallagher 

  

Primary School Boys William Eddowes, James Ellis, Charlie Hurring, Callum Mark,  
Nicolas Matijesevich, Jack Muirhead, Eli Prasad, Menake 
Ratnayake, Tom Ritchie, Jared Schnell, Maxim Wilson 

  

 

Note ï the Secondary School Girls and Under 15 Girls District Tournaments were not played in 2009-10.
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Governance, Management and Volunteer Support 

 

There are many who have worked tirelessly behind the scenes during the season. Their experience, 
motivation and passion for the game are invaluable and without them the Club would not be as strong 
and as well organised as it is today. 
 
I extend personal thanks to all those who took on specific roles within our Club, and to the many other 
volunteers who contributed to an extremely successful season. 
 

 

2009-10 Board of Management 
  

Patron John Sparling 

President, and ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ John Hattie 

Chairman Philip Skelton 

Senior Club Captain Vince Hurley 

Junior Club Captain Mark Robson 

Secretary Sheryll Ofner 

Treasurer Rama Krishna 

Board Member Simon Wood 

Board Member Harry Harris 

Board Member Graham Ansell 

Board Member Daniel Marsic 

Board Member Ian Bell 

 

2009-10 Grade Convenors 
  

Senior Grade Convenors Colin Finch and Jamie Grupen-Hall 

Senior One-Day Convenor Harry Harris 

Senior Twenty20  Convenor Dave Lewy 

Convenor (U18) Heinz Ofner and Rama Krishna 

Convenor (U15) John Fisher 

Convenor (U14-Year 8) Susan Rayfield 

Convenor (Year 7) Jo Glen 

Convenor (Year 6) Dinesh Patel 

Convenor (Year 5) Bruce Hawkes 

Convenor (Year 4) Natalie Stephan 

Convenor (Year 3) Crawford Blair 

Convenor (Year 2) Jane Beveridge 

Girls' Convenor Richard Walker 

 

2009-10 Club Management Team 
  

Junior Coaching Director Nigel Fletcher 

Junior Coaching Co-ordinator Simon Wood 

Club Manager Richard Walker 

Club Administrator Diann Lewis 
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Strategic Plan 
 

In September 2009, the AUCC Board of Management approved a four-year Strategic Plan for the Club.   
 
The Plan is published on the Club website, however it is appropriate to include the Key Agenda in this report as it 
sets the direction and Strategic Objectives for the next 4 years.  
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Season Review  

 
At the end of the season, the Club undertook an extensive review with the Auckland Cricket Association 
as required by the „Club Is The Hub‟ programme.  As a Principal Club, AUCC is required to meet a 
number of criteria and is measured by a set of Key Performance Indicators which are negotiated and 
agreed to at the start of the season.  The review also acts as input to the level of funding support from 
ACA for the following season.  
 
The review confirmed that the Club continues to meet all the criteria and Principal Club status has been 
once again confirmed for the 2009-10 season.  Some comments on several aspects of the review are as 
follows: 
 

Player Recruitment and Retention 

 
All KPI‟s were met.  The Club is now the 4

th
 largest in Auckland with 1085 members as measured by the 

NZC Census Method, an increase of 38% on the equivalent measure for 2008-09.  (The calculation is 
based on the actual player numbers in Years 0/1-4 and the number of teams from Year 5 through all 
Youth and Senior grades). 
 

Coach Development 
 
60 members of the Club, or parents of Junior members, attended ACA Coach Training courses during the 
season.  This was well in excess of our KPI target of 35, and puts the Club in a strong position with 
regard to availability of trained coaching support for our players. 
 

Secondary School Support 
 
Professional coaches from the Club were involved in training programmes for players at Sacred Heart, 
Selwyn and Glendowie Colleges.  Maintaining regular contact and dialogue with the Secondary Schools 
in our area is essential in the transitioning of post-College players into the Club. 
 

Management and Administration 

 
All criteria were met.  The Club‟s Strategic Plan was revised during the season and the Strategic Plan for 
2009-12 is published on the Club website. 
 

Facilities 

 
Our grounds at Colin Maiden Park remain amongst the best in Auckland.  The new 5-lane artificial 
practice net facility was completed prior to the start of the season and received extensive use during the 
season.  The “Old Nets” are receiving a major upgrade during the winter. 
 
Relationships with the University grounds staff remain very good.  Preparation of the grass wicket blocks 
for 2010-11 is being managed by the Eden Park Turf Manager which will result in excellent playing 
facilities for the coming season. 
 
The facilities in our Clubrooms were enhanced, including the installation of Sky TV thanks to the 
generous donations from our Members.  Use and patronage of our Clubrooms has increased significantly 
and the Board will continue to build on this next season.  
 
Availability of playing wickets for our Junior softball grades (Years 2-4) remains a concern due to the 
Auckland Aces occupation of B Block at Colin Maiden Park.  The Club Management Team is exploring all 
possible alternatives to provide sufficient grounds in our catchment area and thereby avoid an “away” 
bias for our teams in these grades. 
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Sponsorship and Funding Contributors 
 
Sponsorship for any club is vital, and our club is no different.  Once again, the club has continued to build 
on its partnerships with its current sponsors. 
 
Champs Sports continues its strong support for the Club.  Champs has been our major sponsor for a 
number of seasons now and, along with Kookaburra, support our club financially, whilst also offering high 
quality sports gear at discounted prices to our members and the Club itself.  I particularly wish to extend a 
very special thank you to both Champs and Douglas Johnson for their continued sponsorship over this 
season, and to Subway Mt. Wellington for their continued support through Player of the Day Vouchers for 
our Junior teams. 

 
 

 
www.champs.co.nz 

 

 

 
www.kookaburra.biz 

 
Mt. Wellington 

www.subway.co.nz  
 

 
 
The Club is also extremely grateful for donations received from the charitable trusts which supported us during 
the 2009-10 season.  Without their support, the Club would be unable to operate in its present form. 
 
AUCC acknowledges and thanks:   
 

  

  

  

 
   

                                

http://www.champs.co.nz/
http://www.kookaburra.biz/
http://www.subway.co.nz/

