AUCC Premier Match Report 
08/10/11: 50 Overs vs. North Shore
Auckland University won the toss and elected to bat.
Batting

Barry’s innings was sublime, working the spinners and dispatching anything over-pitched or short from the quicks. Wickets were lost at regular intervals at the other end, however as Barry lifted the tempo in the power-play (overs 41-54) and final overs we were able to post 256/9. 

Notable performances also to Verdant (35) and Marc, who looked solid at the top before being unfortunately run-out.

James MacMillan at 3 looked aggressive, playing some fine straight drives (one went for 6), however was adjudged LBW for about 20.

Bowling / Fielding

Opening bowlers started well, removing NS’s opener and no. 3 for relatively few. Warren bowled well, hitting good lengths and bowling with reasonable heat. He was unlucky to have not picked up an early wicket, with a sharp gully chance going down. Sticky as dangerous as usual, picking up the opening two wickets.

Cates was brought on early and provided the pivotal breakthrough, removing Hira after his “hack and slash” 40. Ian at the other end bowled 10 in a row, and after coping a little tap early in the spell finished with 1-34. The tail was wrapped up quickly, with NS reaching 141.

Fielding was generally sound, though 2 chances went down behind the wicket. Ground fielding was good, and the energy and activity in the field was noticeably buoyant. We were able to pick up a run-out, which is a focus particularly in the 1-day games.
Preparation

Reasonably happy considering it was the first game of the season, against a little known NS team (we had not played them the previous season). Still, 4 people were late, including Tom who arrived 30 minutes after our scheduled meeting time of 8.45am (disappointing).

Warm-up routine was appropriate, though we may want to work on some drills at training prior to introducing them on game-day to avoid time being wasted on explanations. 

With regard to match-play, players looked free of the rustiness which is typical at the start of the season, thanks in large to our Aus trip and 2 warm up matches. Basics were done well, with little extras and good alertness in the field.

Other

· Players’ attitudes were very good, making the captaincy job easy. 
· Timeliness still an issue, and will be addressed at training. Will also cover the fine system to remind players there are penalties for letting the team down in this way.
· Running between the wickets (and calling) was brought up as an area for improvement; our two most prominent batsmen were run-out.
· Particular tribute to the ‘fringe’ players (James, Verdant, Ian in particular – Tom missed out), which will lead to some selection issues. Verdant I would suggest is a certainty for the next few 1-dayers. 
· Other selection issues will be sorted out during the week.
