November  5 & 12, 2011

Auckland University 321-7 declared in 87 overs (M Ellison 153*, V Zaveri 67, Si Wood 41, C Dineen 40) gained first innings points against Birkenhead City 207 all out in 63.3 overs (N Collins 44, P Treanor 42, S Andrews 3-32) – Match drawn.
The Premiers were the only team in the Tom Hellaby Trophy to secure first innings points on the weekend as wet weather continues to impact on the start to the season. It was a tight squeeze for the Prems as the match was played in light drizzle for over an hour before the last wicket was taken, which signaled the last ball in the match as play was never able to begin again.

Having registered a very competitive 321 for seven declared on day one, University knew they had a tough task ahead of them to secure the remaining nine Birkenhead wickets on a second day pitch, devoid of the bowling assistance it offered on day one. City began the day at 20 for one and they had no issue scoring freely as their typically aggressive manner combined with an attacking length from the home bowlers.

Simon Andrews and Warren Barnes were superb for the hosts as they charged in ball after ball in cold and damp conditions in the search of the first breakthrough of the day. Finally, it came with the score on 64, when Andrews had Davies caught by Vedant Zaveri. Just 10 runs later, Barnes had the dangerous Treanor nicking behind into the safe hands of gloveman Simon Wood and the score was 74 for three. Wicket keeper Plant and City skipper Terry Crabb added 22 for the fourth wicket before both fell in quick succession to Chris Dineen and Ian West respectively – 98 for five.

With the clear advantage, University now had to work hard to really break the fight in the visiting dressing room. Explosive hitter Nigel Collins showed exactly what he is capable of with some impressive boundary clearing off left arm spinner Cates, while all rounder Crook was resolute in defence at the other end. Collins finally produced a brain explosion right on cue when he came down the track to the leg spin of Zaveri only to play and miss (with the field well spread) and Simon Wood did the rest – 162 for six and Collins gone for 44 off 59 balls with three fours and as many sixes.

Barnes made his way back into the attack, this time from the quarry end and he accounted for Hill with a genuine full toss which found Hill sitting back and waiting for the short one – 173 for 7. Botadra joined his senior player Crook at the crease and the pair set about fighting on and giving the hosts little chances of gaining the all important first innings points. With rain falling and the wicket becoming slippery, player/coach Rowland suggested the ball be thrown to Cates. The move proved a master stroke as Cates picked up Botadra – leg before – and Auckland’s newest drama student Franklyn Rose – bowled – in the space of three deliveries.

With carnage at the other end, Crook’s defiance was broken mentally and he surrendered meekly, chipping work horse Andrews to Zaveri at mid off which meant 203 for seven had quickly become 207 all out.

It was a genuine all round team performance with the ball and in the field and, while the slip catching certainly needs some work, there’s plenty to be upbeat about for the Premiers at present.

This week the Premiers venture out to the wild west to take on Waitakere City in a Saturday/Sunday Tom Hellaby Trophy two day match. All support is welcomed!   

