November 19 & 20, 2011

Waitakere City 372-9 in 98 overs (A Jeavons 160, A Kitchen 77, S Curtis 76, S Andrews 3-46, W Barnes 3-83) conceded first innings points to Auckland University 401-2 in 98 overs (M Ellison 192*, B Rowland 155) at Te Atatu Park.
The Auckland University Premiers secured what looked to be an unlikely first innings result at the half way point in the game after Marc Ellison and Barrington Rowland produced an unprecedented stand of 333 for the second wicket to score just over 400 on a difficult day for the bowlers.

The coin fell in Waitakere’s favour and captain Scott Curtis only needed one look at the track to realise he wouldn’t like to bowl on it. With minimal grass left on the track, the new ball attack for the visitors of Andrews and Barnes knew they would have to dig pretty deep. Andrews produced a ripper first ball of the match to send Morton on his way after grabbing his off stump. That brought the dangerous Hakaraia to the crease and, while Barnes struggled early from the City End into a strong wind, both bowlers kept things pretty tight. Andrews struck again when a ball jumped back at Hakaraia off a shortish length, wrapped him on the elbow and went back onto the stumps. Suddenly, at 12 for 2, it seemed like a good toss to lose.

That brought Aces discard Kitchen to the wicket and University found him in a mood hell bent on proving the selectors wrong. While the City End was proving difficult to contain from, the pacemen kept charging in manfully from the Waitakere Ranges End and beating the bat enough to keep the cordon interested. Left-handed opener Jeavons was tucking and nudging his way through the tough spell and began to pounce on anything too full or too wide.
Kitchen and Jeavons added an impressive 155 for the third wicket to keep the visiting bowlers at bay. Kitchen fell for 77 off just 105 balls to Andrews after the former Northern Knight had enticed him into chasing a full and wide one which he duly nicked through to Simon Wood. Former captain Fraser and Jeavons then added a fighting 57 for the fourth wicket despite Barnes hitting Fraser in the head with a bouncer, before captain Curtis and Jeavons added exactly 100 for the fifth.
It was at the fall of Jeavons wicket at 326 for five that the momentum changed in the match. Chris Dineen, who bowled a special spell into the wind with the second new ball cleaned out Jeavons for a well compiled 160. The hosts then limped through to 372 for nine in their 98 overs, with Curtis making 76 and Andrews and Barnes rewarded for their day-long toil with three wickets each.

Day two began in dramatic fashion as Stuart Wood pulled captain Curtis strongly through the leg side to race to 13. However, he then edged the same bowler through to the wicketkeeper and Waitakere were cock-a-hoop at 15 for one. Ellison jogged to the wicket to join his coach and the pair set about demoralizing the hosts as long and as painfully as possible.

The pair played rather watchfully in the first session as Waitakere’s bowlers put the ball in consistently good areas which made it difficult to score. Going to lunch, University were 90 for one and the first innings points were barely even spoken of.

The momentum began to shift ever so slowly in the second session as Rowland and Ellison started to get on top of the bowling. The more patience the pair showed with the bat, the closer the hosts bowled to the stumps which meant the scoring rate increased dramatically. Both were able to bring up memorable hundreds just before the tea interval and the duo walked off together with the score at 223 for one with 37 overs left to score 150.

After tea, the body language of Rowland and Ellison completely changed and it looked as though, for the first time in the innings, they were actually actively chasing down the target. The part-time spin of Kitchen and Jeavons was milked around the ground for the five-an-over required, and the part-time bowlers were dealt with comfortably as the hosts attitude in the field began to turn sour.

With the first innings points in sight, Rowland perished attempting to play his favoured ‘ramp’ stroke for the second time in an over from captain Curtis. Rowland walked off to a standing ovation from both the home and visiting supporters for a sensational 155 off 260 balls in 316 minutes including 21 boundaries. The partnership ended at 333 with the score 348 for two – surely an ACA Premier record for the wicket, if not for all wickets?
McMillan came to the crease at number four to face the second new ball and he helped Ellison see off the remaining runs required to take the first innings points and bat out the remaining overs in the day to finish on 401 for two. Ellison walked off to healthy applause as he ended 192 not out off 272 balls in 349 minutes with 24 boundaries and five maximums.

It was a great day for the Premiers as they barely broke a sweat in chasing down a large first innings total on an atypical surface for so early in the season. It was a day in which prolific left arm spinner Bradley Cates also celebrated his 30th birthday in style.

