The Premiers produced a disappointing performance on Saturday to produce their second loss of the season in the Third Round of the Jeff Crowe Cup against Parnell at Shore Road.

Having won the toss, the Premiers decided to bat first and made some early inroads with a slightly wayward start from Parnell’s seamer Michael Ravlich. Rowland and Ellison added a cautious 56 for the first wicket before the in-form player/coach Rowland got it wrong as he looked to hit medium pacer Winger over the infield, only to be caught from a skyer at point. 

New captain Ellison made the most of an early drop at slip to pace the innings nicely and shared in a useful 61 run stand with McMillan for the third wicket before the latter was out trying to clear the infield once more. At 167 for three in the 37th over, the Prems were in a strong position to then up the rate and look for a competitive score in and around 240 before disaster struck. University lost four wickets with the score at 167 including Ellison (for 84 in 132 balls) including a number of weak dismissals which effectively handed the advantage to the hosts.

University were bowled out for just 189 in the 49th over with Winger claiming three for 31, being the pick of the bowlers.

Rae ensured the hosts gained the all-important fast start by blasting 81 off just 63 balls with six fours and three sixes to continue his rich vein of early season form. Rae and former Black Cap McIntosh added 109 at a run-a-ball for the opening wicket before leg-spinning all-rounder Zaveri (2-55) struck twice in two balls to remove both players and give Uni a sniff.

However, the experience and grit of Aces skipper Hopkins came to the fore, as he proved hard to remove. Tall paceman Barnes (1-38) charged in manfully for his ten overs, being rewarded with the wicket of Doug Winger, caught by bat-pad Rowland. Hopkins ducked and weaved against Barnes, while the left-arm spin of Cates and the medium pace of West was typically miserly in a dominant batting effort from the hosts.

While the Premiers suffered a disappointing loss and have some key areas to work on, the batsmen played well enough to be in a dominant position at the 37 over mark and the bowling showed enough spirit and skill to suggest they aren’t far away from the top four teams in the competition.

