November 27 & December 3

Grafton United 288 all out in 94.2 overs (C Fletcher 86, A Burton 49, G Coleman 38, C Dineen 3-26, I West 3-63) gained first innings points against Auckland University 160 all out in 50.3 overs (S Andrews 36, S Rajasekar 3-22, G Coleman 3-38, K Law 3-46) & 226-4 following on in 44.5 overs (B Rowland 72, S Andrews 59, Stu Wood 51, G Thorpe 4-27) at Colin Maiden Park E.
The Premiers suffered their first ‘defeat’ in the Tom Hellaby Trophy on the weekend, gifting Grafton United first innings points after being rolled for just 160 on a good batting track in pursuit of the visitors 288 all out which they scored on day one.
Grafton won the toss and batted on day one and a string of useful, if not devastating, partnership ensured the visitors made a very competitive 288. Wicketkeeper/batsman Cameron Fletcher was the best of the batsmen with a well-compiled 86 off 212 balls in 234 minutes of occupation. Fletcher’s contribution was immeasurable as the Prems toiled away on a windy day to try and restrict the visitors to somewhere below 250. Grafton’s gloveman added an innings best of 64 with leg spinner Grant Thorpe for the eighth wicket before he was last out looking to hit over the infield.
Ian West and Christ Dineen worked tirelessly for most of the day to claim three wickets each, with West in particular doing a superb job into a stiff breeze from the Eastern End.

Day one ended poorly for the hosts, losing two wickets in the short stint of seven overs before stumps and unfortunately they were never able to wrest the momentum off of the visitors at any stage of their innings. Simon Andrews top scored with 36 for the Prems as they surrendered for just 160 in just over 50 overs. It was a disappointing effort from a team that had made scores in excess of 350 and 400 in their previous two matches and showed that they are a fair way away from being serious contenders in the Minor Championship. Coleman, Law and Rajasekar were well rewarded for putting the ball in the right areas with three wickets each.

After University were enforced to follow on, the top three finally showed some fight with Stuart Wood blasting 51 off just 30 deliveries which was littered with nine boundaries in an opening stand of 77 with coach Barrington Rowland. Rowland (72) and Andrews (59) then set about some serious crease occupation to add 104 for the second before both fell in relatively quick succession and stumps were drawn with the score at 226 for five.

While it was nice to put up a fight in the second innings, unfortunately the game was lost in the first session on day two where the top order failed to take the game by the scruff of the neck. Lessons will once again be learned and the side now moves into a mixture of Wednesday night Twenty20 fixtures (for the next three weeks) either side of a two day away match at Michaels Ave Reserve against neighbours and former amalgamation partner Ellerslie.
