RESERVES/B1/B2 REPORT
The reserves and B1s had remarkably similar fortunes last Saturday as both secured first innings points before coming agonisingly close to securing outrights victories.
While neither achieved the feat both finished the day at the top of their respective ladders and with the prems also victorious it was all round successful weekend for the club.

Reserves v Birkenhead City – Colin Maiden Park E Block
Birkenhead batted first on day one and were dismissed within 64 overs for 172 with Josh Jones (4-37) proving to be almost unplayable in a 17 over stint. Chandan Kapoor (2-46), Vinny Chinni (2-21), Rohit Poulose (1-35) and Jonty Dinnen (1-21) were also amongst the wickets in a tremendous team bowling effort.

Maxi Ofner (46) was the mainstay of the reply and with Jonty Dineen (35) and Tom Mclaughlin (29) also in form the reserves looked to be coasting to victory.

A mini collapse on day two may have sent a few nerves through the changing room but Vinny Chinni (19no) and Nigel Fletcher (5no) eased them past the target with four wickets in hand.

Both sides were eager to gain something more from the game, so after Uni declared the visitors quickly raced to 179/5 before calling a declaration of their own, leaving the reserves a target of 177 from 23 overs.
Tom Mclaughlin (23) gave the second innings some early impetus while Maxi Ofner once again top scored with 45. 
It all came down to the final over with 17 still needed but despite Richard Skelton (27no) and Nigel Fletcher`s (15no) best efforts the reserves would have to settle for just first innings points.

Despite not being able to secure an outright the result was good enough to see the reserves leapfrog Cornwall to the top of the minor championship ladder with just three games to go.

AUCC 6/176dec (M Ofner 46, J Dineen 33) & 6/169 (M Ofner 45) defeated Birkenhead City 172 (J Jones 4-37) & 5/179 on first innings.
Next game: 25th Feb/3rd Mar – Papatoetoe v AUCC at the Papatoetoe Recreation Ground
Minor Championship

	Rank
	
	Team
	P
	W2
	W1
	D
	L1
	L2
	WKTS
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	RUNS
FOR
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TAKEN
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AGST
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	NRR

	1
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	Auckland University
	6
	0
	4
	1
	1
	0
	60
	1859
	58
	1766
	60.09
	0.3309

	2
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	Cornwall
	6
	0
	3
	1
	1
	1
	57
	1316
	78
	1590
	59.66
	-0.1066

	3
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	Papatoetoe
	6
	2
	2
	0
	2
	0
	61
	1595
	40
	1002
	51.95
	0.3592

	4
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	Eden Roskill
	6
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	49
	1118
	64
	1309
	49.18
	0.5928

	5
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	Ellerslie
	6
	0
	2
	2
	1
	1
	63
	1449
	60
	1302
	47.49
	-0.1526

	6
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	HRV Birkenhead City
	6
	0
	0
	0
	5
	1
	87
	1420
	77
	1788
	33.45
	-0.9529


B1s v Takapuna – Colin Maiden Park A Block

Jamie Grupen-Hall`s men cemented their position at the top of the overall championship with a first innings victory over Takapuna.
On day one the visitors became Josh Fisher`s latest victims as the youngster snapped up his third consecutive five wicket haul. Ryan Sefuvia (4-30) also got in on the act and Takapuna were dismissed for 136 in 45 overs.

The reply didn’t start as planned as the B1s slipped to 11-3 before Tharindu Dassanayke (26) and Harry Jordan helped rebuild the innings with a 59 run fourth wicket partnership. 

While wickets fell regularly at one end Jordan looked to be in total control at the other, but his dismissal with the score on 132 meant Uni still needed a further five runs with only two wickets remaining.

The visitors were back in the game until Grupen-Hall (17 from 10 balls) and Rhys Grosvenor (18 from 24 balls) eased the nerves with a 34 run ninth wicket stand to seal the first innings victory.

Uni were eventually dismissed for 174 – a lead of 38, and the quest for outright points began.
Taka made a better fist of their second innings racing to 167/8 before a declaration left Uni with a target of 130 from 15 overs.

While the task looked formidable Sahan Thummodarage and Nirav Amin got the response off to a flyer. Amin struck three fours and a six in a 28 ball 40 while Thummodarage reached the boundary seven times, including one maximum, while facing just 43 balls for his 60.

Despite these efforts the total proved to be just out of reach but the B1`s certainly wont be disheartened as their lead at the top of the overall championship extends to nearly 10 points.
AUCC 174 (H Jordan 65) & 4/113 (S Thummodarage 60, N Amin 40) defeated Takapuna 136 (J Fisher 5-34, R Sefuvia 4-30) & 8/167 on first innings.

Next game: 25th Feb/4th Mar – Birkenhead City v AUCC at the Birkenhead War Memorial
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1
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Auckland University

11

1

7

1

2

0

94

2201

121

1899

85.260
7.751

52.26

2
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Waitakere City

11

0

6

3

1

1

99

1964
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1997

75.702
6.882

45.39

3
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East Coast Bays

11

0

5

3

2

1
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2403
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2123

72.775
6.616

49.53

4
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Cornwall

11
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67.915
6.174

50.38

5
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North Shore
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6
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Birkenhead City
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B2s v Parnell – Colin Maiden Park D Block

The B2s suffered an outright defeat at the hands of the table toppers Parnell.

On day one the visitors blazed a mammoth 343/4 in just 45 overs before they declared, to which a shell shocked University side could only muster 114 in 31 overs, with Alex Clark (28) making the only significant contribution.

On day two things went much better when University were asked to follow on. Chris Buchan (56) registered his second half century of the campaign, Sam Hurley (40) struck a six and six fours in his first game of the season while Ayush Rajoura (34) and skipper Dave Lewy (30) also showed form.

These efforts were not enough to avoid an outright defeat, but the B2s will surely take some confidence from a much improved batting performance on day two into the remaining three games of the season.
AUCC 114 & 198 (C Buchan 56, S Hurley 40, A Rajoura 34, D Lewy 30) lost to Parnell 4/343 outright.

Next game: 25th Feb/4th Mar - AUCC v Kumeu Sri Lankans at Colin Maiden Park (A Block)
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Parnell
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Howick Pakuranga
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